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Iraq Projects to Withs tand Rise
In Security Costs, Officials Say

By Dwvip 5. CLovp

The proposed shifting of $3.3 billion In
U8 ald for Iraq from reconstruction
projects to improving security and other
pricritles is unlikely to affect money al-
ready approved for specifie projects, offi-
rials and contractors said yesterday.

The plan, proposed by U.5. ambassa-
dor to Irag Johm Negroponte and re
ported yesterday by The Wall Street Jour-
nal, ervisions shifting funds intended
mostly for electricity, water and sewage
projects that havent been Included in
already-sigmed confracts, officials said,
“The intent of this review is not to dis-
rupt the work that's currently under
way," said John Proctor, a spokesman for
the Pentagon's rag Project and Contract-
ing Office,

That i= likely o lessen opposition to
the plan among contractors aod in Cop-
gress, which must sign off on spending
shifts. The plan could sl become an
election-year target for Democrats bemt
on criticizing the administration’s post-
WaT planning, however,

Congress approved §18.4 billlon in e
somstruction ald in November, inchudig

§14.4 billion ln fiscal year 2004. Tordade.
§i1.1 billlon of the fzeal 2004 Iraq funde
had been apportioned, leaving $3.3 bll-
lion available for reallocation, officials

. tional Iragl police,
- Guard tmoops and 16,000 border guardss.

said. Of that, $2.7 billion of the remain -
ing furds was earmarksd by Congress

last year for electricity, water’ and sew- -
age projects and would be shifted to saex.

eri and othér priorities, the officials .
In a cable to Washington lnst week,

Mr. Negroponte argued that without bet-

ter security in violence-ridden Iraq, long-

term rebuilding is Impossible, officials

said. Due 1o the insurgency and other

ureaueratic delsys, only §700 miltien in

U5 mdaciua]]rhasbeendismu-mdm

U.5. contractors.

State Department spolesman Rich-
ard Boucher said yesterday that a final
decision on the plan would take peveral
weeks, as officials from the State De-
partinent, Peritagon, White House and |
othier agencles congideF the !
reallocation. More than $1.5 billion of
the shifted funds would be used for hir-
ing, training and equipping more Iraq
security forces, including 45,000 addi-
16,000 Natlomal:

ﬁgﬂﬂl‘ding to a hreakdown of the spend-

“We want to spend money on the ma~
jor pricrities, which are Improving secy |
rity, incressing lragi employment, and
impeoving quality of Hfe for all Iragis,”
Mr. Boucher gaid.
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